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Council

Minutes of meeting held on Wednesday, 17 February 2016 at 6.00 pm

Present:-
Councillor Janet Coles (Mayor) in the Chair

Councillors Margaret Bannister, Raymond Blakebrough, Sammy Choudhury, Penny 
di Cara, Tony Freebody, Pat Hearn, Steve Holt, Gordon Jenkins, Gill Mattock, Harun 
Miah, Colin Murdoch, Jim Murray, Pat Rodohan, Dean Sabri, Alan Shuttleworth, 
Robert Smart, Kathy Smethers, Colin Swansborough, Barry Taylor, Troy Tester, 
David Tutt, John Ungar and Steve Wallis.

52 Minutes of the extraordinary meeting held on 13 January 2016. 

The minutes of the extraordinary meeting held on 13 January 2016 were 
presented and the Mayor was authorised to sign them as a correct 
record.

53 Mayor's announcements. 

1. The Mayor congratulated the Tourism department on its 
achievements in the Tourism South East ‘Beautiful South Awards’ 
with Airbourne winning gold in the ‘Tourism Event of the Year’ 
category and Eastbourne’s tourist information centre winning 
silver as ‘Visitor Information Provider of the Year’.  

2. On the weekend of 21 and 22 November, The Society of 
Eastbourne Artists held an Exhibition and Sale of Paintings at the 
Town Hall in aid of the Mayor’s Charities.  The Mayor visited the 
exhibition during the weekend and the Mayor’s Charity volunteers 
provided refreshments for the visitors.  The event raised almost 
£1,000 for the Mayor’s Charities.

3. The Mayor attended the Royal Hippodrome Theatre Civic Night 
Christmas Variety Show on 26 November.

4. The Mayor was in attendance to flick the switch on the first 
showing of the much anticipated Neon Noel light show from the 
Town Hall on 4 December.   The show continued nightly until 13 
December and ended with a firework display.

5. During December the Mayor attended a number of Christmas 
Concerts and Festive events.

6. On 17 December the Mayor attended the annual Pantomime Civic 
Night at the Devonshire Park Theatre.  This year’s pantomime was 
Peter Pan.
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7. On Christmas Day the Mayor took time out to attend the Rotary 
Club’s Alone at Christmas Event at Our Lady of Ransom Church 
Hall and was pleased to meet with local people who, without the 
event, would have spent Christmas Day alone.

8. The Mayor was pleased to welcome a newspaper reporter from 
Eastbourne, New Zealand, to the Mayor’s Parlour on 7 January.  
They discussed the two towns during the visit and the reporter 
took plenty of photos back to her home town.

9. On 17 January the Mayor was pleased to be in attendance during 
the presentation of the Legion D’honneur award to Mr John 
Haydon.  A ceremony took place in the Mayor’s Parlour with Mr 
Haydon’s friends and family.

10. The Mayor attended the Eastbourne Day of Prayer event in the 
Gold Room at the Winter Garden on 23 January and gave her best 
wishes for the town.

11. On 29 January the Mayor’s Charities held a Quiz Night at the Town 
Hall.  The winning team were the Wedontknowits and they were 
presented with the winner’s shield which will be engraved with 
their team name.  The next Quiz Night will be held on Friday 22 
April.

12. On 4 and 5 February the Mayor’s Charity Team took up a pitch in 
the Arndale Centre where they were conducting a bucket collection 
and raising awareness of the two charities and the forthcoming 
events.  £250 was raised during the two days.

13. The Mayor’s Charities for this year are Eastbourne RNLI Lifeboats 
and The JPK Sussex Project.  The Mayor’s Charity Ball will be held 
at the Winter Garden on 4 March 2016 and tickets are on sale 
now.  For enquiries regarding Mayor’s Charity events, please 
contact the Mayor’s Office.

54 Apologies for absence. 

Apologies for absence were reported from Councillors Belsey, Dow and 
Salsbury.

55 Declarations of disclosable pecuniary interests (DPIs) by 
members as required under section 31 of the Localism Act and of 
other interests as required by the Code of Conduct. 

None declared.

56 Council budget and setting of the council tax for 2016/17. 

This matter was reported and proposed by Councillor Mattock on behalf 
of the Cabinet and seconded by Councillor Tutt.  The Council considered 
the reports to Cabinet, as included in the draft budget book and also the 
Cabinet minutes and resolutions from the meeting held on 3 February 
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2016. The budget proposals were also reported to Scrutiny Committee 
on 1 February 2016 where no comments or proposals for change were 
made.

The Council expressed its thanks and appreciation to officers and in 
particular the work undertaken by the Chief Finance Officer and his team 
in the preparation of the draft budget. 

Resolved: (By 15 votes to 0 with 9 abstentions) That approval be given 
to the following:

1. The recommendations as detailed in the reports from the Chief 
Finance Officer and the Senior Head of Community to Cabinet on 3 
February 2016:

(i) The General Fund net expenditure for 2016/17 of 
£15,165,850 and the growth and savings proposals.

(ii) The charge for council tax for Eastbourne Borough Council 
Band D change to £228.51; an increase of 1.93%.

(iii) Housing Revenue Account (HRA) income and expenditure 
proposals, including revised HRA budget for 2015/16 and the 
budget for 2016/17, rents and service charges, arrangements 
for finalising Eastbourne Homes’ management fee and annual 
plan.

(iv) General Fund capital programme as set out in the report of 
the Chief Finance Officer.

(v) The Treasury Management Strategy and Prudential 
Indicators.

2. That consequent upon a General Fund budget of £15,165,850 and 
other matters, the basic amount (Band D) of Council Tax for the 
Borough Council's functions will be £228.51 calculated as follows:

£’000 £’000
Gross Expenditure:
General Fund
HRA
Business Rates payable to Government
Total

85,105
15,696
10,120

110,921

Less Income:
Service Income
Government Formula Grant
Other Government Grants
Business Rates Income
Collection Fund Surplus (Council Tax)
Total

COUNCIL TAX REQUIREMENT

(84,951)
(1,752)
(2,164)

(14,191)
(184)

(103,242)

7,679

Band ‘D’ Council Tax £228.51
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The statutory resolutions relating to this matter are given at 
paragraphs 3 and 4 below.

3. That it be noted that at its meeting on 9 December 2015 the 
Cabinet (in exercise of powers delegated to them by the Council) 
delegated the final determination of the Council Tax Base to the 
Chief Finance Officer. This has been set at an amount of 33,606.10 
Band ‘D’ equivalent properties for the year 2016/17 (Item T in the 
formula in section 31B of the Local Government Finance Act 1992, 
as amended by the Localism Act 2011).

4. Calculate that the Council Tax requirement for the Council’s own 
purposes for 2016/17 as £7,679,330.

5. That the following amounts be now calculated by the Council for the 
year 2016/17 in accordance with Sections 31 to 36 of the Local 
Government Finance Act 1992, as amended by the Localism Act 
2011:

(a) £110,921,426 being the aggregate of the amounts which the 
Council estimates for the items set out in 
Section 31A(2) of the Act.

(b) £103,242,096 being the aggregate of the amounts which the 
Council estimates for the items set out in 
Section 31A(3) of the Act.

(c) £7,679,330 being the amount by which the aggregate at 
5(a) above exceeds the aggregate at 5(b) 
above, calculated by the Council, in 
accordance with Section 31A(4) of the Act as 
its Council Tax requirement for the year. 
(Item R in the formula in Section 31B of the 
Act). 

(d) £228.51 being the amount at 5(c) above (Item R), all 
divided by Item T (4 above), calculated by the 
Council, in accordance with Section 31B of the 
Act, as the basic amount of its Council Tax for 
the year.

6. To note that East Sussex County Council, East Sussex Fire and 
Rescue Authority and Police and Crime Commissioner for Sussex 
have issued precepts to the Council in accordance with Section 40 
of the Local Government Finance Act 1992, as amended, for each 
category of dwellings in the Council’s area as indicated in the table 
below.

7. That the Council, in accordance with Sections 30 to 36 of the Local 
Government Finance Act 1992, as amended, hereby sets the 
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aggregate amounts shown in the tables below as the amounts of 
Council Tax for 2016/17 for each of the categories of dwellings.

Valuation Bands

EASTBOURNE BOROUGH COUNCIL

A £152.34 B £177.73 C £203.12 D £228.51
E £279.29 F £330.07 G £380.85 H £457.02

EAST SUSSEX COUNTY COUNCIL

A £834.60 B £973.70 C £1,112.80 D £1,251.90
E £1,530.10 F £1,808.30 G £2,086.50 H £2,503.80

POLICE AND CRIME COMMISSIONER OF SUSSEX

A £99.27 B £115.82 C £132.36 D £148.91
E £182.00 F £215.09 G £248.18 H £297.82

EAST SUSSEX FIRE AND RESCUE AUTHORITY

A £57.81 B £67.45 C £77.08 D £86.72
E £105.99 F £125.26 G £144.53 H £173.44

AGGREGATE OF COUNCIL TAX REQUIREMENTS

A £1,144.02 B £1,334.70 C £1,525.36 D £1,716.04
E £2,097.38 F £2,478.72 G £2,860.06 H £3,432.08

8. That it be determined that the Council’s basic amount of Council 
Tax for 2016/17 is not excessive in accordance with the principles 
approved under Section 52ZB of the Local Government Finance Act 
1992, as amended. 

NOTE: As the billing authority, the Council has not been notified by 
a major precepting authority that its relevant basic amount of 
Council Tax for 2016/17 is excessive and that the billing authority is 
not required to hold a referendum in accordance with Section 52ZK 
of the Local Government Finance Act 1992, as amended.

Named voting record for the resolutions at item 56 above:

For: Councillors Bannister, Choudhury, Hearn, Holt, Mattock, Miah, 
Murray, Rodohan, Sabri, Shuttleworth, Swansborough, Tester, Tutt, 
Ungar and Wallis.

Abstentions: The Mayor, Councillors Blakebrough, di Cara, Freebody, 
Jenkins, Murdoch, Smart, Smethers and Taylor.
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57 Contract procedure rules and procurements. 

This matter was reported and proposed by Councillor Tester on behalf of 
the Cabinet and seconded by Councillor Tutt.

Resolved: (By 15 votes to 1) That the new contract procedure rules, 
incorporating the corrections and updates as appended to the report, be 
approved.

58 Statement of gambling principles 2016-2019. 

This matter was reported and proposed by Councillor Wallis on behalf of 
the Cabinet and seconded by Councillor Freebody.

Resolved:  That the Council’s Gambling Policy (Statement of Principles) 
2016 – 2019 which will form the Council’s approach to gambling matters 
under the Gambling Act 2005 for the next three years, unless reviewed 
in the interim, be approved.

59 Treasury management and prudential indicators 2016/17. 

This matter was reported and proposed by Councillor Mattock on behalf 
of the Cabinet and seconded by Councillor Tutt.

Resolved: That the treasury management strategy and annual 
investment strategy; the methodology for calculating the minimum 
revenue provision; the prudential and treasury indicators and the 
specified and non-specified investment categories, as set out in the 
report to Cabinet on 3 February, be approved.

60 Changes to housing strategy and housing revenue account (HRA) 
asset management strategy - amendment to officer delegation 
scheme. 

This matter was reported and proposed by Councillor Shuttleworth on 
behalf of the Cabinet and seconded by Councillor Tutt. 

Councillor Shuttleworth highlighted the importance of the Council joining 
the lobby to challenge the government’s intention through the Housing 
and Planning Bill to reduce the stock of social housing through the forced 
sale of high value council stock to fund the sale of housing association 
homes to tenants. 

Resolved: That the amendments to the Council’s Scheme of Delegation 
to Officers as set out at paragraphs 64.8 and 64.9 of the Cabinet minutes 
held on 3 February 2016 be approved.

61 Calendar of meetings 2016/17. 

The Council considered the proposed calendar of meetings for 2016/17 
submitted by the Senior Head of Corporate Development and 
Governance.
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It was proposed by Councillor Tutt, seconded by Councillor Freebody 
and:

Resolved: That the calendar of meetings for 2016/17 be approved.

62 Polling place review - Devonshire ward polling district DVB. 

The Council considered the report of the Senior Local Democracy Officer 
regarding a proposed change to an existing polling place within the 
Devonshire Ward.  

At its meeting on 19 November 2014 Council had considered a proposal 
to move the existing DVB polling station from the Eastbourne Operatic 
and Dramatic Society Centre (EODS) at 96 Seaside as part of a full 
review of the Borough’s polling districts and polling places.  A decision 
had been deferred until after the 2015 elections. 

A change of venue was recommended due to certain shortcomings of the 
EODS centre including poor access and facilitates and its need for 
refurbishment.  A fully equipped and accessible premises had been 
identified at the Eastbourne Blind Society Centre at 124 Longstone Road.  
It was noted that no re-drawing of polling district boundaries would be 
required.

Two responses had been received following the 7 week consultation 
which had ended on 29 January 2016.  P Newton (voluntary worker 
supporting disabled people) had indicated acceptance of the proposed 
change.  In response to the aspirations of EODS to renovate the building, 
the Council noted that due to its uncertain future, a move to different 
premises was still recommended.  

It was proposed by Councillor Wallis, seconded by Councillor Freebody 
and:

Resolved: (1) That the Acting Returning Officer’s proposal in respect of 
polling district DVB (Devonshire Ward), to move the existing polling 
place from EODS at 96 Seaside to the Eastbourne Blind Society Centre at 
124 Longstone Road be approved.

(2) That the Senior Electoral Services Officer, on behalf of the Acting 
Returning Officer and Electoral Registration Officer, be authorised to 
implement the Council’s decisions in respect of the review.

63 Motion - Sovereign Harbour sea defences. 

The following motion was proposed by Councillor Blakebrough and 
seconded by Councillor di Cara:

That this Council states its support for the work being undertaken by the 
town’s MP in seeking to identify a sustainable solution to future sea 
defences in Sovereign Harbour.
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Note:  In accordance with Council Procedure Rule 13.14 the wording of 
the above motion was amended from the version published on the 
agenda with the consent of the meeting.

The following amendment was proposed by Councillor Tester and 
seconded by Councillor Tutt:

Delete all the words between the words "That this Council" and the 
words “a sustainable solution to future sea defences in Sovereign 
Harbour”, and insert the following replacement words: 

"calls on the Member of Parliament for Eastbourne to work with the 
Environment Agency, colleagues in government, and where appropriate, 
other partners and stakeholders to deliver”

Then add the following the words:

“This Council believes that for a solution to be truly sustainable it must 
be complemented with consistent and rigorous action from all levels of 
government to tackle climate change and its effects”.

Following the debate the mover of the motion indicated acceptance of 
the amendment. 

Resolved: (By 22 votes with 2 abstentions) That the following 
amended motion be approved:

That this Council calls on the Member of Parliament for Eastbourne to 
work with the Environment Agency, colleagues in government, and 
where appropriate, other partners and stakeholders to deliver a 
sustainable solution to future sea defences in Sovereign Harbour.

This Council believes that for a solution to be truly sustainable it must be 
complemented with consistent and rigorous action from all levels of 
government to tackle climate change and its effects.

64 Minutes of council bodies and items for discussion. 

The minutes of the following Council bodies were submitted to this 
meeting.

Committee Date
Conservation Area Advisory 
Group

17 November 2015 and 5 January 2016

Planning Committee 24 November 2015, 5 January 2016 and 2 
February 2016

Audit and Governance 
Committee

2 December 2015

Scrutiny Committee 7 December 2015 and 1 February 2016
Cabinet 9 December 2015 and 3 February 2016

No items for discussion were raised on the above minutes.  Further to 
Council procedure rule 14.3 it was:
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Resolved: That the minutes of the above Council bodies be accepted.

The meeting closed at 8.04 pm

Councillor Janet Doris Coles
Mayor, Chairman


